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HISTORY OF 304 THE ESPLANADE SPEERS POINT 

For 8,000 years the land now known as Speers Point, on the north 

eastern shores of Lake Macquarie was the home of the Awabakal 

people. They called the area Biddaba  or Milloba, meaning “ Silent 

Resting Place”. Whilst Lake Macquarie was clearly central to 

Awabakal people (as was the Hunter River estuary), there are several 

different versions of the detailed boundaries of the country of the 

Awabakal . The Awabakal appear to have been people of the coast, 

estuaries, lakes and wetlands, but also with attachment to the 

rugged sandstone country through the Sugarloaf and Watagan 

Ranges. The traditional country of the Awabakal people was 

bounded to the north by the Worimi, to the west by the Wonnarua, 

to the south west by the Darkinjung and to the south along the coast 

by the Kuring-gai people.1 

In early July 1800, Captain William Reid was 
ordered to sail to the Hunter River for a 
cargo of coal. Captain Reid mistook what 
we now know as Swansea Heads for the 
Hunter River. What he had entered was 
Lake Macquarie, though for many years it 
would be known as Reids Mistake, a name 
bestowed on the southern side of the 
entrance (and eventually coming to refer to 
the whole Lake) by Governor King when he 
heard the story of its discovery. This name 
remained in general use until about 1826 
when it was renamed in honour of 

Governor Lachlan Macquarie. Reids Mistake is still the official title 
given to the southern headland of the entrance to Lake Macquarie, 
as listed by the Geographic Names Board of NSW. Settlement in the 
area at the time was not encouraged, as the nearby settlement at 
Kings Town (now known as Newcastle) was a penal settlement. 

 
1 www.history.lakemac.com.au/awabakal 
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The first known European settler in the area was R Sadlier. However, 

Sadlier did not own the land. 

William Brooks arrived in the colony with his wife Eliza Janet on 

the Hugh Crawford in November 1826. They had been married on 

8th June 1826 at St. Pancras, London, shortly before sailing. A 

daughter, Euphemia Janet, was born to William and Eliza Janet in 

May 1827. 

 

In the 1828 Census William Brooks age 35 and Eliza age 31 together 

with Elizabeth age 1 1/2 who was born in the colony, resided at 

Dalziel, Patrick Plains, on 640 acres.  

 

William Brookes first selected this area in 1825, but his Land Grant 

of 1,280 acres (Portion 10) (Kahibah Parish) was not proclaimed until 

16 May 1839.(See Appendix 1). This Grant extended from the railway 

line at Cockle Creek, down Cockle Creek to the Lake, along the shore 

of the Lake to Fairfax Road and then north to join the railway again in 

the vicinity of the Railway Workshops near Cardiff.2 He named his 

property “Lochend”. Brooks’ first wife, Eliza Janet, died in 1829. He 

married his second wife, Elizabeth Evans, 28 January 1834. A son was 

born 2 November 1834.  

 
2 www.history.lakemac.com.au/boolaroo 

https://www.jenwilletts.com/searchaction.php?page=1&surname=&ship=hugh%20crawford%201826&firstname=
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Early map of Lake Macquarie showing Brook’s Grant of 1280 acres. 

 

Brooks took out a Mortgage on the property with the New South 

Wales Savings Bank in May 1841 for Seven Hundred Pounds.3 (see 

Appendix 2).  

He discovered coal on his property and opened the “Lochend 

Colliery” in 1843 which mined coal from the bottom of the hills 

around Speers Point. In 1843 in the Maitland Mercury, Brooks 

advertised that excellent coal had been satisfactorily experimented 

on at Newcastle and the Stockton Tweed Factory, and that a Cargo 

had left his wharf for Sydney where it could be viewed at Crofts 

Wharf in Sussex Street. The coal was transported by trolley down to a 

jetty at Speers Point. Brooks stated that he could provide a regular 

supply at the Pit or inside the heads of Lake Macquarie. He charged 

7/6- per ton at the pit and 9/- at the heads. Vessels drawing 3ft 6in 

 
3 Mortgage with New South Wales Savings Bank Registered Number 806 Book v. 

https://www.jenwilletts.com/searchaction.php?page=1&surname=stockton%20tweed&firstname=
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when laden could take their cargo at the wharf beside the pit. Vessels 

drawing 4ft 6in could receive their cargo inside the heads from 

barges. However, the difficulty in transporting the mined coal 

resulted in Brooks closing it.4 

 By 1848 Brooks had left Lake Macquarie. He died in 1858. 

William Speer was born in 1818 in County Tyrone, Ireland, and 
arrived at Port Phillip on 30 November 1841 on the Marquis of 
Bute, as a labourer. 

On 29 June 1848, in Sydney, he married Irish-born Margaret Anne 
(Annie) Hamilton (1831–84), the daughter of Michael Bennett and 
his wife Margaret, née Hamilton. They had eight sons and three 
daughters. The eldest son, William Meiklejohn Speer5, was born in 
1849. 

  

 

On 31 November 1854, The 

Trustees of the Savings Bank of 

New South Wales, conveyed 

Brook’s land to William Speer6 

(See Attachments 3, 4 and 4a). 

On 1 December 1854 the Savings 

Bank of New South Wales 

recorded a Mortgage on the land 

by Speer7. Speer borrowed the 

sum of Six Hundred and Forty 

Pounds from the Bank. Interest 

on this loan was “Five Pounds for 

every one hundred pounds for a 

 
4 https://www.jenwilletts.com/william_brooks.htm 
5 William Meiklejohn Speer. Born 1849, died 1917. 
6 Registration of Conveyance dated 1 December 1854. Registered Number 559, Book 36 
7 Mortgage dated 1 December 1854. Number 560, Book 36. 

https://dictionaryofsydney.org/person/speer_margaret_anne_(annie)
https://dictionaryofsydney.org/person/speer_margaret_anne_(annie)
https://www.jenwilletts.com/william_brooks.htm
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year……that is to say Sixteen Pounds being one half year’s interest on 

the said sum at the rate aforesaid8.”(See Appendix 5 ) His residence 

was erected near the corner of Main Road and Park Road, on the hill 

opposite the present Lake Macquarie City Administration building.  

Speer paid out the Mortgage on the property 23 August 1869.9 

 In 1870 Mr James Ryan was the only resident in the area. Ryan was 

Speer’s estate administrator. He lived in the residence that Speer had 

built earlier. 

It is interesting to note that Speers Point was, during Speers’ 

ownership of the land, a ship building centre. Several vessels being 

built for coal carrying between Wollongong and Botany. Mr Black, a 

partner with Mr Speer in the industry, controlled the building of 

seven vessels which were of flat-bottomed type. They were each of 

100 tons register and were constructed from hardwood obtained 

from the forests within the estate. The industry was discontinued 

when the estate was sold. 

Mr Ryan (Speer’s Estate Administrator) said that Speer acquired the 

land “as the result of lending the sum of seven hundred pounds10 

upon the estate, which comprised 1280 acres, being the whole of 

what is now known as Speers’ Point. Mr Speer came into possession 

of the property, and a fine investment it proved. About twenty years 

ago he disposed of the property, in round figures, for eighty two 

thousand pounds to the Lake Macquarie Estate Company, who 

acquired the land for mining purposes.”11 

Speer was elected Alderman for Brisbane Ward (Sydney), a position 
he held from 7 September 1858 to 1 December 1867. He was Mayor 
in 1864. 

 
8 As per Mortgage Indenture dated 1 December 1854. Book 36  Number 560. 
9 Indenture dated 23 August 1869. Book 115 - 46 
10 Actual amount Speer borrowed was Six Hundred and Forty Pounds. Indenture dated 1 December 1854 with 
Savings Bank of New South Wales.  Book 36, Number 559. 
11 Extract from the Newcastle Morning Herald. Tuesday 4 June 1912. 
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In 1864 he was appointed a Justice of the Peace. By the 1870s he had 
freehold houses in Crown Street and land at Darling Point. He had a 
residence, Berryfield, at 8 Wylde Street, Potts Point, and was elected 
Member of the Legislative Assembly for West Sydney; he was their 
representative from 9 December 1869 to 3 February 1872.  

In 1870, Speer Snr conveyed, under Mortgage, his 1280 acres (and 
other properties he owned) to his eldest son, William Meikeljohn 
Speer.12 (See Appendix 6) An extract from the Indenture of 
Conveyance states: “Thirdly, all that parcel of land containing 1280 
acres situated in the County of Northumberland conveyed by the 
Trustees of the Savings Bank of New South Wales to the said William 
Speer dated 23 August 1869, Registered 26 August 1869 Number 416 
Book 115 and all of the lands described or comprised in said 
Indenture.” 

A further mortgage was taken out by Speers (See Appendix 7) 

It is interesting to note that The Esplanade (as we call it today) was 
originally called Government Road. The name Esplanade was first 
recorded in Warner’s adjoining subdivision map of 1879. 

Speer Snr died at Glebe Point on 20 September 1900 and was buried 
with Church of England rites. 

In 1888 the land is conveyed, under mortgage, from Speer to a group 
of people13 : (see Appendix 8) 

 James Reading Fairfax (Newspaper Proprietor) 

Sir George Inness (Judge of the Supreme Court of the Colony) 

 John Smith (member of the Legislative Assembly) 

 Andrew Gardiner (Minister of the Gospel) 

Harriett Beard (Widow) 

Augustus Robinson Hinkler 

Francis Tait (Accountant) 

 
12 Indenture of Conveyance dated 13 Nov 1870. Book 120-498 
13 Indenture dated 10 March 1888. Book 385 - 22 

https://dictionaryofsydney.org/place/darling_point
https://dictionaryofsydney.org/building/berryfield
https://dictionaryofsydney.org/place/potts_point
https://dictionaryofsydney.org/organisation/new_south_wales_legislative_assembly
https://dictionaryofsydney.org/place/glebe
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An Indenture of Mortgage is taken out dated 12 March 1888 on the 

land14. (See Appendix 9) 

17th February 1909 Sir James Fairfax assumed “One thousand, one 

hundred and forty three acres, one rood, twelve and three quarter 

perches or thereabouts of the land”  Deed of transfer Vol 1949  Folio 

85. (See Appendix 10) 

With the sale of the estate, Mr Ryan continued as Caretaker of the 

area with the Lake Macquarie Estate Company. 

Whilst a number of seams of coal were encountered, the prospects 

of developing the coal industry did not appeal to the company, who 

proceeded to subdivide and sell the estate.  

Speers Point began to become more populated when its first 

subdivision occurred in 1902. The first subdivision involved “123 

Large Allotments. Magnificent Water Frontages Overlooking the 

Beautiful Waters of 

Lake Macquarie”.15 

The land sale was held 

on Saturday 3rd May 

1902 on site. This 

subdivision comprised 

29 lots along the 

Esplanade from the 

corner of Government 

Road (now known as 

Main Road) to Sixth 

Street (now Alley 

Street) and with 11 

blocks further on 

towards Warners Bay. 

 
14 Book 383, Number 23. 
15 Extract from Advertisement Newcastle Morning Herald 26 April 1902 
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Also in this subdivision were 84 lots set back from the Esplanade. The 

blocks along Government Road were advertised as “ Good Business 

Positions Fronting Government Road (now Main Road). 

An excerpt from 

the Newcastle 

Morning Herald 

describes Speers 

Point in the 

early 1900’s: “A 

sure indication of 

progress Is 

provided by the 

demand within 

recent months for 

land, and several 

new residences of 

a substantial 

character will be erected shortly. A number of houses which have been erected 

recently are of the complete villa type. The main Government road Is kept in 

excellent order, and motorists and drivers generally give the councilliors credit 

for its up keep.” 

 

 

                      Speers Point Hotel circa early 1900’s 



10 
 

 

 

 

 

           Bullock Team being driven along the Esplanade 

 

 

The Second Subdivision was offered for sale in 1904. 

On 12th October 1907 the Third Subdivision was offered for sale 

offering “116 Large Allotments…Torrens Title”… With splendid 

waterfrontages, and choice residential Sites…. In a Healthy and 

Elevated Position.”  

A fourth subdivision of “143 Large Residential and Orchard Lots” was 

advertised for sale on Saturday 16th 1908. 

In total, six subdivisions were offered at Speers Point between 1902 

and 1913. (See appendix 11 ) 
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                      Early Map showing Brook’s/Speer’s Land (area inside red line). 

 

 

            1951 Land Sale of lots bound by The Esplanade and Morse Street. 
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A General Clearance Sale of the “whole of the unsold allotments in 

the Boolaroo 1st and 2nd Subdivisions and Also the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th 

and 6th Subdivisions of Speers Point” was held on 3 May 1913. 
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                                      The Esplanade circa 1920’s   

 

 

Enjoying the Speers Point foreshore circa early 1900’s 
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On 18 February 1914 William Scott purchases the Lot 4 of Portion 

P.16 The block extends from The Esplanade through to Berkeley 

Street. It measures 63 foot x 307 foot 2 inches. (See Appendix 12) 

2 April 1930 the property is transferred to Shaw’s widow, Mary Ann 

Scott.17 

13 October 1939 Mary Scott takes out a mortgage18 on the property 

with the Bank of New South Wales. The mortgage is discharged on 6 

June 1939.19 

On 12 April 1940 there is a resumption of land for a roadway. 

Gazetted Folio 1759.20 

3 September 1959, the property passes to Caroline Evans Scott. 

(Transfer Number H250426.) 

16 May 1972 Sidney Neil and Agnus Mary Aitkin purchase the 

property21, with a mortgage dated 14 April 1972 with the Bank of 

New South Wales. (M713519). This Mortgage is discharged on 19 

May 197522. 

6 November 1975 Resumption of land for road purposes by Council 

of the Shire of Lake Macquarie.23 

11 February 1977 the property is mortgage by the Newcastle 

Permanent Building Society Ltd by Albert Barry and Shirley Veronica 

Curran. (Q45160).  

On 15th May 1978, Curran receives correspondence from Lake 

Macquarie Municipal Council to build a “Brick Veneer Building” on 

the lot. This house is situated at the rear of the block, facing Berkeley 

 
16 Certificate of Title. Vol 2448  Folio 38. 
17 Number 949104 dated 2 April 1930. 
18 Reference C603905 Dated 13 October 1937. 
19 Number C795674, dated 13 June 1939. 
20 Reference C89739 
21 Reference M713518 dated 16 May 1972. 
22 Reference M713519 dated 19 May 1975. 
23 Reference P441797 
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Street. Clause 13 of the Special Permit Conditions for the building 

states “The existing dwelling shall be demolished within a period of 

twenty-eight days of occupation of the new structure.24”(See 

Appendix 14, 15 & 16). 

 

House built at rear of block facing Berkeley Stree. 42 Berkeley Street Speers Point. 

On 24th August, 1987, Curran applies to subdivide the block bounded 

by The Esplanade and Berkeley Street into two blocks25. (See 

Appendix 17, 18, 19 & 20) 

The property is mortgaged 30 June 1988 to the Commonwealth 

Bank. (X653698) 

The property transfers to Patricia Pridue. However, she does not 

resdide at the property. It may have been a vacant block at this time. 

12 September 1991 Shirley Patricia Pridue lodges a Building 

Application (DA/504/1991) to construct 2 x 3 Bedroom Dual 

Occupancy on 304 The Esplanade Speers Point. Approved. 

21 November 1991 Braidway Pty Ltd (Trustees) lodge a Building 

Application (BA/4908/1991 to build Duplex Units on 304 The 

Esplanade, Speers Point. Approved. 

 
24 Permit Number 78 1277. Lake Macquarie Municipal Council. 
25 D.A. No 87/0296 Lake Macquarie City Council 
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19 February 1993 Braidway Pty Ltd (Trustees) lodge  Building 

Applications (DA/39/1993 and DA/124/1993) for a Strata subdivision 

1 lot into 2 lots. Approved. 

On 8th March, 1993consent I City of Lake Macquarie to construct a 

two apartment duplex constructed on the site by Monteath & Powys 

Pty Ltd26. (See Appendix)  

 

 

Unit 1 – Christopher Burgess purchased for $155,000 29 July 1994 

Unit 2 – Purchased by Richard Macey 

      Purchased by James and Hazel Roberts 

               Purchased by Christopher Burgess   4 May 2010 for $511,000 

 

 

 

 
26 DA/93/00124. City of Lake Macquarie 
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APPENDIX 

 

Appendix 1: Brook’s 

Land Grant Register 

Entry. 

“Description 

Bounded on the east by the 

West boundary of Warners 

land and a continued line 

bearing west one hundred 

and thirty four chains and 

fifty links to Cockle Creek. 

On the west by that creek; 

and on the south by Lake 

Macquarie. Being the land 

being promised to the said 

William Brooks on or 

before the 18th December 

1828 by His Excellency 

Lieutenant General Sir 

Ralph Darling and of which 

he was authorised to take 

possession on 4th 

September 1829 on a 

primary grant being the 

land advertised at No 221 

in the Government Notice 

dated 7th November 1838.” 
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Appendix 2: Transcript of William Brook’s Mortgage dated 5 May 

1841. Book V, Number 806. 
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Appendix 3: Speer’s Land acquisition Registry entry. Book 385 No. 22 
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Appendix 4: Speers Indenture of Transfer of land from Brooks . Book 

36, Number 559. Full first Page. 
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Appendix 4a – First few lines of Book 36 Number 559, as above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23 
 

Appendix 5: Speer’s Mortgage dated 1st December 1854. 

 

“This indenture made the first day of December in the year of our Lord 1854 between William 

Speer of Sydney in the colony of New South Wales hereinafter designated “Mortgagor” of the one 

part; and the Trustees of the Savings Bank of New South Wales of the other part. Whereas the said 

mortgagor  having occasion to borrow and take up at interest the sum of 640 pounds lately attended 

a meeting of the Trustees of the Savings Bank of New South Wales DULY convened, at which meeting 

there were not less than Five Trustees present, one of whom was either the vice president or the 

managing trustee of the said Savings Bank and the said Mortgagor at such meeting applied to and 

requested the said Trustees, after the moneys belonging to the said Savings Bank to advance and 

lend him the sum of 640 pounds which they the said Trustees consented and agreed to do, on having 

the payment thereof with interest have secured in manner hereinafter mentioned. Now this 

indenture witnesses that in pursuance of the said hereditaments now in the custody or power of the 

said mortgagor. To have and to hold the said hereditaments and premises hereby assured or 

intended so to be, with their appurtenances unto the said trustees of the Savings Bank of New South 

Wales and their successors as a body corporate for an estate in fee simple forever. Nevertheless to 

the use of the said trustees of the Savings Bank of New South Wales and their successors for an 

estate in fee simple for ever, but for the benefit of the depositors of the said bank. Subject 

nevertheless to the proviso or condition for redemption of the said hereditaments,  and with the 

powers hereinafter contained (that is to say) provided always and it is hereby agreed and declared 

that if the said mortgagor , his heirs, executors, administrators or assigns do and shall well and truly 

pay or cause to be paid unto anyone of the said trustees, together with the managing trustee or 

accountant of the said bank for the time being, or to other the person or persons who for the time 

being shall be entitled to receive the same, the sum of 640 pounds Sterling, together with interest for 

the same after the rate of £5 for every 100 pounds for a year, on the days or times hereinafter 

mentioned (that is to say) the sun of 16 pounds being  1/2 years interest on the said sun at the rate  

aforesaid.”               William Speer. 
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Appendix 6: Indenture of Mortgage from William Speer to William 

Mikeljohn Speer dated 10 March 1888. Book 385 No. 22. 
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Appendix 7: Indenture of Land Transfer 1870. Book 120, Number 

498. 
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Appendix 8: Transfer from Speer to Group dated 10 March 1888. 

Book 385, Number 22. 
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Appendix 9: Indenture dated 12 March 1888. Book 385, Number 23. 
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Appendix 10: Indenture to Fairfax. Vol 1949, Folio 85. 
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Appendix 11 : Newspaper advertisements for the various subdivision 

sales 1902 – 1913. 

                     

    N.M.H. 26/03/1902                               N.M.H. 07/09/1907                 N.M.H. 30/12/1908             

   

        N.M.H. 05/04/191 
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Appendix 12. Certificate of Title. William Scott. Vol 2448, Folio 38. 
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Appendix 13. Registry of Land Transactions. Vol 2448, Folio 38. 
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Appendix 14 
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Appendix 15 
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Appendix 16 
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Appendix 17 
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Appendix 18 
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Appendix 19 
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Appendix 20 
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Appendix 21 
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Appendix 22 
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Appendix 23 
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Appendix 24 
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TIMELINE 

1839 May 16 Grant from the Crown to William Brooks of 1280   acres at 

Biddaba, Lake Macquarie. 

1841 May 7 Brooks takes out Mortgage with the New South Wales Savings 

Bank. 

1842 July 7  A second Mortgage taken out by Brooks. (Book 1, No.467) 

1854 November 30 Coveyance by the Savings Bank of New South Wales to William 

Speer of the land. (Book 36, Number 559) 

1854 December 1 Mortgage by William Speer to the Savings Bank of NSW. 

1869 August 23 Reconveyance (book 36, Number 560) 

1870 August 8 Indenture of Mortgage between William Speer and the Bank 

of NSW (Book 105, No 416) (Book 120, Number 498) 

1870 November 1 Indenture of Conveyance between the bank and William 

Meiklejohn Speer. (Book 122) 

1870 November 8 

1878 April 29 

1888 March 10 Speer transfers to consortium headed by Fairfax (Book 385, 

Number 22 & 23) 

1914 February 8 Fairfax sells Lot 4, Section P to William Scott (Folio 38, Vol 

2448)  

 Ownership transfers to Scott’s wife 

1959 September 3 Ownership transfers to Scott’s daughter, Caroline Evans Scott. 

(Transfer No H250426) 

1972 April 21 Ownership transfers to Sidney and Agnus Aitkin 

 Ownership transfers to Albert and Shirley Curran 

 Ownership transfers Patricia Pridue. However, she does not 

live at the property and it is thought that it was just a vacant 

block when she owned it (Source, her son,  April 2020). 

 

1991 September 12 Shirley Patricia Pridue lodges a Building Application 

(DA/504/1991) to construct 2 x 3 Bedroom Dual Occupancy on 

304 The Esplanade Speers Point. Approved. 
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1991 November 21  Braidway Pty Ltd (Trustees) lodge a Building Application 

(BA/4908/1991 to build Duplex Units on 304 The Esplanade, 

Speers Point. Approved. 

1993 February 19 Braidway Pty Ltd (Trustees) lodge  Building Applications 

(DA/39/1993 and DA/124/1993) for a Strata subdivision 1 lot 

into 2 lots. Approved. 

 

1993     Two apartment duplex constructed on the site. 

 

1994 July 29 Unit 1 – Christopher Burgess purchased for $155,000  

Unit 2 – Purchased by Richard Macey 

         Purchased by James and Hazel Roberts 

2010 May 4 Purchased by Christopher Burgess   4 May 2010 for $511,000 
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MEASUREMENTS 

Area in all early documents were in Imperial Measurements. Here is 

some information that may assist you when perusing this document. 

 

 

 

Some Examples from the included documents: (acres only) 

William Brookes Grant – 1280 acres = 518 hectares 

James Fairfax Land -      1143 acres = 462.5 hectares 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN RESEARCHED 

AND COMPILED BY NORMAN LILLEY. Contact: 0419 462631   

Email: nalilley@bigpond.com 

April 2020.   Please advise any errors or additions. 

mailto:nalilley@bigpond.com
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